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YOUR GIFT POWERS STUDENT POTENTIAL

With your support, Lafayette students gain extraordinary opportunities that accelerate
success, from internships and externships to hands-on learning and research projects. ittt stones
Together, we’re honoring 200 years of impact—and launching the next century campus observatory,
of leaders ready to shape the world. Make your gift by Dec. 31, 2025. the Class of o9 hren

is a timeless gateway
to College Hill.

THE GREAT 200

Revisiting some of the most
impactful moments, people, and
spaces to shape Lafayette over
the past two centuries.

THERE ARE MANY WAYS
TO MAKE YOUR GIFT

L LIVING HISTORY
The causes and qualities of the Marquis
de Lafayette continue to draw scholarly
and public interest. They also reflect
the ideals of our College.
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THE FRENCH MARCHIONESS
The remarkable—yet often untold—
story of Adrienne, Lafayette’s wife,
who is set to be memorialized on
campus with a bronze sculpture.
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Support the Lafayette College Fund today!
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® HOW WE MADE IT

History never ends

“What a pleasure to be here today,” Virginie de Pusy Lafayette, a direct
descendant of the Marquis, wrote in a College guest book at the Chateau
Chavaniac in April. “A place named for my ancestor, the most famous of my
ancestors, Lafayette! History never ends, and legacy has to be shared with
younger generations.” The seventh-generation relative of the Marquis is
one of many special voices included [p. 5] in this Bicentennial issue of the
magazine. On p. 49, Riley Temple °71 reflects on how valuable it is to study
the arts and humanities. We hear from Daveed Diggs [p. 28], who famously
portrayed Lafayette on Broadway, and are moved by the spirit of Lafayette’s
wife, Adrienne [p. 42]. You’'ll find Q&As with our alumna archivist [p. 53]
and the longest at-service professor on campus, now in his 52nd year of
teaching [p. 18]. We celebrate The Rivalry on p. 51 (a series the Pards hold
an 82-73-5 lead, by the way) and commissioned a poem, “200 Years,” by Lee
Upton [p. 64]. As we move into 2026, we fit as much of our heritage and
values into these pages. Definitely impossible, but surely worthy of trying.
Happy 200th, Lafayette! —Amy Downey, editor, Lafayette magazine

Lee Upton
“200 Years,”
p. 64

Lee Upton, Emerita L-
Francis A.March  ©
Professor of

English and Writer-in-Residence,
penned a poem about time:

two decades of it. Her poetry
has been in The New Republic,
Atlantic Monthly, Poetry, The
New Yorker, and Best American
Poetry. She is the author of

17 books, including the comic
novel Tabitha, Get Up (2024), a
semifinalist for the 2026 Thurber
Prize for American Humor.

Rick Smith
“Living history,”
p. 28

Rick Smith

has spent two
decades capturing
Lafayette’s athletic life through
his lens. Beyond sports, the
photographer practices the
19th-century wet-plate collodion
process; he brings this fine art
approach to the portraiture

in “Living history” on p. 28. The
series of photographs taken with
his camera (pictured, top) took
one year to complete, deliberately
slowing down time on College Hill.
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® CONVERSATION WITH...

Lasting legacy
President Nicole Hurd welcomed
Virginie de Pusy Lafayette, a direct
descendant of the Marquis, during a
special campus visit in April.

NH: Welcome to Lafayette. I'm
particularly grateful to be with
you at Chateau Chavaniac, a
retreat just north of campus,
built by Allan P. Kirby '15 and
named after your ancestor’s
birthplace in France.

VPL: Thank you. I feel
honored to be invited.

NH: As you walked through
campus, how did it feel to

see Lafayette memorialized?
VPL: ‘Lafayette’ is a fitting
name for the College because
Lafayette was young when
he came to America, and he
embodied the best of youth

with his values. I went to
Skillman Library and was
very impressed—I loved to
see his letters.

NH: You've been interested

in your genealogy since you
were a teenager, correct?
VPL: My parents’ house

[in Auvergne, France]

had a room of Lafayette
memorabilia. It was
dedicated in 1976 by Kenneth
Rush, the United States
Ambassador to France. I was
a tour guide there between
the ages of 16 and 18 and met
hundreds of visitors.

NH: When you speak about
the Marquis, what do you
always make sure to share?
VPL: Since we talk more
about the French Revolution
in France, I want people

to be aware of Lafayette’s

role in the American War of
Independence. There is a link
between both because he was
a great humanist.

NH: As a history major myself,
| appreciate the incredible

lineage you have in your family.

VPL: Yes, and I was so glad to
be chosen as an ambassador
for the recent anniversary
events of Lafayette’s 1824-25
Farewell Tour in America,
because it was the first time a
female descendant had been
honored in this way.

NH: We are also captured by
Lafayette’s wife, Adrienne,
whose wisdom and grace
shaped nations. As part of our
Bicentennial celebrations, we
will be unveiling a bust of her
on campus in the spring.

VPL: The first time I came
across her biography, I was
14. I feel close to Adrienne
because she had a spiritual
life. You must always find
strength—faith is essential.

NH: One of the things we
encourage at Lafayette is

the phrase ‘Cur Non,” which

is part of your family’s crest.
I’'m curious if you share that
philosophy?

VPL: Yes, of course. Lafayette
knew how to listen to himself
and follow his deepest
convictions. If you have an
idea, put it into action. Do
not hesitate to take your
chance.

FOR MORE Watch the
interview between President
Hurd and Virginie de Pusy
Lafayette at magazine.
lafayette.edu/descendant.
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GET TO KNOW
VIRGINIE DE PUSY
LAFAYETTE
Virginie (pictured,
right) is a seventh-
generation direct
descendant of the
Marquis de Lafayette.
She is a patron of the
Lafayette Order in
the Auvergne region
of France.

EXPERTISE
She is active with
stateside organizations

such as The American
Friends of Lafayette
and National Society

Daughters of the
American Revolution.

NOTEWORTHY
As the official
ambassador of the 2025
orchestra series, The
Lafayette Musical &
Immersive Bicentennial
Tour, Virginie was on
campus in April for its
final performance, held
at Williams Center for
the Arts.

MAKING HISTORY
While paying respects
at George Washington’s
grave on Aug. 12, 2024,
she met and bonded with
a descendant of James
Armistead Lafayette.

LAST WORD
“When you’re the
descendant of a man who
wanted to change the
world, your whole life
is about wanting to do
good around you.”
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® LETTERS

Great family history and
accomplishments. You
make us all proud Pards.
Robert Goldstein '80

Kirby Library shines
Loved the pic of Kirby Library
in Lafayette [p. 54]. 1 worked
as the night librarian my senior
year in 1972-73. Amazed at
how similar it still looks, the
only difference | see is the lack
of green leather mission-style
reading chairs in each alcove.
Richard Y. Flanagan ’73

| love the photo of Kirby Library
that was offered in the summer
issue of Lafayette alumni
magazine. It's a gorgeous
library, and | fondly recall my
days there studying or waiting
for my next Gov Law class.
Erika Ulring ‘03

Thank you very much for
offering a copy of this
photograph to the Lafayette
community. While the room has
been updated and restored
since | spent many hours there
in the first half of the 1960s,
the photo brings to life many
memories. | look forward to
having this remembrance of my
days at Lafayette.

David Allen ‘65
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POWERFUL
TESTAMENT

Regarding “Easton to the stars” [Summer 2025,
p- 28], my first contact with Acopian was when
they provided a power supply for my Lafayette

honors project in physics under Prof. Les Erich.

As a grad student, I used Acopian Power
Supplies for several experiments. As a faculty
member, I often had my students use them.
When [ was a visiting engineer at NASA, they

were used in a space communications project.
A great Pard tradition!

DR. LADIMER NAGURNEY ’72
Professor Emeritus at University of Hartford

| spent many hours studying
in this beautiful, quiet reading
room of the Kirby Library
during my four years at
Lafayette.

Jim Oberdick 63

The Kirby Library was where
| spent a huge portion of my
academic hours at Lafayette.
| have always considered it to
be one of the most beautiful
rooms I've ever seen.

Gilbert E. Schill Jr. 68

PHOTOGRAPHS (WEDDING) BY CASSIE CASTELLAW; (LEOPARD) JAQUAN ALSTON;

THE HUBBLE HERITAGE TEAM; ILLUSTRATION BY ANTONIO PINNA
(SOUVENIR) THOMAS HENGGE; (A&F) GENAMARIE MCCANT

PHOTOGRAPH (KIRBY) BY JAQUAN ALSTON; (SPACE) NASA, ESA,

Rivalry memories

For an upcoming feature in
Lafayette magazine: We want
your memories of Lafayette-
Lehigh Rivalry! Are you at the
football game every year? Is
there a highlight-reel play that
you remember? Do you have
a game day tradition, whether
it's wearing a lucky hat or
sitting with the same friends?
Share your story and it will be
considered for publication:
lafayettemagazine@
lafayette.edu.

ON THE WEB:

“Always an honor to
be mentioned next
to such amazing
people in Lafayette
alumni magazine.”

—Carrie Lyn Strong ’99

Alumni wedding of
McElhone and McClain
Many congratulations to a
lovely couple [In All the World,
p- 56]! My hubby and | met at
Lafayette in 1999 and have
been together ever since.
Jessica Swarr ‘03

Congratulations from one half
of another Lafayette couple:
Class of 1992, married 30 years
and counting!

Holly Epstein Ojalvo 92

Andrew Pohlmann P’29 writes: “Great to see the 200-year-old brand
Lafayette College working with Abercrombie & Fitch. I am sure my daughter
will be standing in line for this new merch when she arrives on campus.”

Summer reading

| just want to

congratulate your

team on one of the i
greatest looking and c
most interesting =
alumniissues I've

seen [Summer v
2025]. A truly 5

professional effort. e,/
Bob Jarvis 66

WRITE TO US Have
feedback or a story idea?
Email lafayettemagazine@
lafayette.edu or use the
following mailing address:
Lafayette magazine,
Communications Division,
Alpha Building, Easton, PA
18042. Letters published in
Lafayette magazine should
be a maximum of 250
words and may be edited
for length and clarity.

FOR MORE
Check out the latest
content from
news.lafayette.edu

> #LafayetteCollege200
Share your social media snaps
through 2026 with the unique
Bicentennial hashtag.

> Mentorship series
Visit some of the partnerships
on campus that have tailored
the Lafayette experience.

> “Celebrating faculty”
Learn more about their
expertise and expectations in
these online Q&As.

STAY CONNECTED @lafayettecollege
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MAKE A GIFT.
CHANGE LIVES.

MINIMIZE YOUR TAXES.

Give directly from your IRA today.

At age 73, you are required by the IRS to take a distribution from your
IRA account, which could increase your tax bill.

There’s a smarter way!

You can impact the lives of Lafayette students while reducing your
taxable income through a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD).
It’s easy, and allows you to:

* Satisfy all or a portion of your annual required distribution
* Lessen your taxable income
* Make an immediate impact on Lafayette students

Whether you’re supporting the Lafayette College Fund, creating a
legacy gift, or investing in the College’s future, a QCD could be your
most tax-efficient giving option.

Contact us to learn how
you can make the greatest
impact on students while

minimizing your tax burden.

Joe Samaritano '91
Director of Gift Planning
samaritj@lafayette.edu
610-330-5047

™

IAFAYETTE COLLEGE
1826 * 2026

To learn more,

visit bit.ly/Laf_QCD
or scan the code with
your smartphone.

This information is not intended as tax, legal,
or financial advice. Please consult your personal
adviser to determine what’s best for your situation.
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INSIDE
Noteworthy news and happenings on campus. p. 10—Laf tops rankings, names endowed positions. p. 11—September’s Bicentennial Kickoff
and Fall Weekend, lacrosse gets new home, and more. p. 13—Burpee’s Marquis Marigolds; Martin Guitar’s backstage tour.

On the Hill

Aﬁ;f'._:.

A BANNER
YEAR

Lafayette’s campus
getsdressed for an
occasion two centuries
in the making. .y
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PHOTOGRAPH BY JAQUAN ALSTON
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® ON THE HILL

IN THE NEWS

Top rankings
As Lafayette enters its
Bicentennial year, the College
continues to receive national
recognition. The areas where
Lafayette continuously
excels—academics, career
services, financial aid, and
school value—were recently
acknowledged on respected
“Best Colleges” lists of 2026.

A few of the highlights:
> #30 (tie) Best National

Liberal Arts Colleges

in the United States

U.S. News & World Report
> #7 Best Career Services

The Princeton Review
» #7 Great Financial Aid

The Princeton Review
> #15 Most Engaged in

Community Service

The Princeton Review

For a full roundup of the
rankings, visit news.lafayette.
edu/2026rankings.

NEWS

ATHLETICS

Field hockey flourishes
The program’s first three
games of the season heralded
a three-game shutout. Deeper
into September, the Maroon
and White knocked off rival
Lehigh and No. 16 Penn

State. By early November,

the team beat Bucknell 2-1

to advance to the Patriot
League Championship game
for the third-straight season,
before falling to No. 4 Boston
University.
Adding

to field
hockey’s
exciting
season was a
memorable
Homecoming,
in which
members of the 2024 Patriot
League Championship squad
received their rings and

were recognized on the field
during the football game.

GIFT

Strategic plan

David Lomet *61 has made

a key investment to the
strategic plan, directly
assisting the launch of the
initiative “Democracy and Its
Technologies.” Lomet spent
25-plus years at Microsoft
Research, founding and
managing the database
research group; published
125-plus papers; holds 67
patents; and is a National
Academy of Engineering
member. “His commitment
exemplifies the powerful
role alumni play in shaping
the future of liberal arts
education,” Provost Laura
McGrane says. “This funding
helps us explore the complex
intersections of democracy,
technology, and society

in relation to profound
questions about information,
cultural production, and
what it means to be human.”

As part of Bicentennial programming, a reception took place at the
George Washington Presidential Library in Mount Vernon, Va., on Oct. 22.
The evening included presentations and discussions about the College’s

namesake and his confidante, President George Washington.
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Lafaywite Banewen Franca and Apnerica:
Higtory and Legend

Archrers Sanonabkes of Framcs

ENGINEERING

Accreditation earned
Lafayette College’s
Integrative Engineering
program, established in
2019, has earned ABET
accreditation, effective as

of its first graduates in 2023.
The program is the first new
B.S. engineering degree at
Lafayette to be accredited

in over a century, blending
engineering, liberal arts, and
interdisciplinary study with
focus areas in bioengineering,
robotics, and environment
and energy.

FACULTY

New positions

The following professors
were named to endowed
positions:

Christa Kelleher '08
Kate and Walter A. Scott '59
Scholar in Engineering

Melissa Galloway
John D. & Frances H. Larkin
Scholar of Chemistry

Alessandro Giovannelli
James Renwick Hogg
Professor in Mental and
Moral Philosophy

PHOTOGRAPH BY (RING) OLIVIA GIRALICO; (MOUNT VERNON) LISSA RYAN;

(FACULTY) JAQUAN ALSTON

PHOTOGRAPH BY (BICENTENNIAL) RICK SMITH; (WALLACH) MARCUS LEBRON PHOTO & VIDEO;

(NASA) RICK SMITH

BUILDINGS

Wallach debut

A dedication was held in
October for the new Wallach
Sports Performance and
Lacrosse Center located

at Metzgar Fields Athletic
Complex. With the
support of a lead gift from
Andrew ’95 and Dina Opici
Wallach *95, the two-story
facility is a resource for all
student-athletes. For more
information, turn to p. 22.

LEADERSHIP

President’s contract
extended

The Board of Trustees has
extended President Nicole
Hurd’s contract through
June 2030. Since becoming
the College’s 18th president
in 2021, Hurd’s leadership
has helped applications
surge 28% to a historic high,
while major initiatives have
expanded access, funding,
and global engagement.

CELEBRATION

School spirit

The College Store has

a special selection of
Bicentennial merchandise

in stock, from small “200”
stickers to Lafayette-branded
Abercrombie & Fitch
sweatshirts. Shipping is
available; visit collegestore.
lafayette.edu.

BY THE
NUMBERS

5,000

Approximate number of
alumni, parents, and
friends who attended
Bicentennial Kickoff
and Fall Weekend
in September

March Field never
looked so elegant

as it did for the
Marquis Founders
Dinner, held
Saturday night of
Bicentennial Kickoff
and Fall Weekend.

For more coverage,
turn to p. 63.

LECTURE

‘From College Hill
to NASA’
On Oct. 8, NASA aerospace
engineer E. Lara Lash ’13
delivered the Judith A.
Resnik Memorial Lecture in
Colton Chapel, sharing how
her Lafayette experiences
propelled her from a
mechanical engineering
major to leading-edge
research at NASA Ames. In
her talk, “From College Hill
to NASA,” Lash reflected on
personal growth, technical
challenges, and the skills
cultivated through a liberal
arts education, inspiring
students and the Lafayette
community to pursue their
own ambitious paths.

THE BICENTENNIAL ISSUE 1



® ON THE HILL — NEWS

DISCOVERY

Improving quality of life
Earlier in the year, Lafayette
engineering students
presented projects enhancing
independence for people
with mobility challenges.
One project, a self-driving
wheelchair built in Acopian
(pictured, above), functions
like a self-driving vehicle that
follows predefined routes;
the technology serves those
with significant mobility
limitations, requiring no
pushing or joystick control.
Another team developed a
smart living environment
that enables users to operate
household devices through
accessible panels and voice
commands.

AWARDS

Six join Maroon Club
Hall of Fame

Six Leopard legends will be
enshrined in the Maroon
Club Hall of Fame Class

of 2025-26 on Nov. 21 at
Kirby Sports Center. Penny
Ferency-Bermender '91
(volleyball, track and field);
James Conrad ’07 (baseball);
Deanna DiCroce 13 (field
hockey); Mike Joseph ’88
(football); Matt Lancor ’88
(soccer); and the late Bill
Lawson (multisport coach)
will be celebrated for their
extraordinary contributions
to Lafayette athletics.

ON CAMPUS

Global Resource Lounge
The Office of Advising and
Co-Curricular Programs
announced the opening

of the Global Resource
Lounge, a space dedicated to
celebrating and supporting
Lafayette’s international
community. Located in Jenks
Hall, Room 100, the lounge
is open daily and available
to reserve for cultural and
inclusive gatherings.

TECHNOLOGY

Visualizing concepts
better

Learning is a little easier,
thanks to EXCEL Scholar
Mita Crane 26 (below, left)
and Prof. Chris Ruebeck
(below, right). This summer,
Crane enhanced the market
simulation software used
in Ruebeck’s Industrial
Organization course. Crane,
an economics and policy
studies major, designed a
new visual interface to help
students better interpret
data and connect theory to
real-world market behavior;
by combining creativity with
coding expertise, abstract
concepts are transformed
into dynamic visuals. Their
collaboration reflects
Lafayette’s dedication

to immersive, hands-on
learning that empowers
students to apply their
technical and analytical
skills in meaningful,
innovative ways.
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Lafayette has partnered
with leading home
gardening brand Burpee
on packages of “Marquis
Marigold” seeds. “2026
will be special for
Lafayette and Burpee,’
says Jamie Mattikow ’86,
Burpee president and
CEO. “We are thrilled
to bring some beauty
and excitement to our
alumni as we celebrate
the College’s 200th
anniversary.” Available
for purchase at the
College Store.

AWARDS

Tau Beta Pi praise
Lafayette marks its 10th
straight year of Tau Beta Pi
scholarship earners. Seniors
Sophia “Bella” Harrill, Owen
Paschke, Kashif Chopra, and
Aidan Rose were honored
for excellence in academics,
leadership, and service,
contributing to research,
entrepreneurship, and
campus life while upholding
the highest ideals of the
engineering profession.

ATHLETICS

Kente Edwards pulls
away

Lafayette football is a threat
once again in the Patriot
League, due in large part to
the running game headed
by Kente Edwards '27. On
Sept. 13, versus Georgetown,
the economics major ran

19 times for 255 yards and
four scores—a performance
that earned him one of his
three consecutive Patriot
League Offensive Player of
the Week honors. By early
November, the tailback led
the Patriot League in rushing
yards (1,032) and rushing
touchdowns (15) through ten
games.

DID YOU KNOW?

A Bicentennial
gala is being
planned for
students in 2026;
festivities are
set to take place
on the Quad.

PHOTOGRAPH BY (KIRBY) ZACK FERENO; (MARTIN GUITAR) MATT BEDNARSKY

PHOTOGRAPH BY (WHEELCHAIR AND RUEBECK) JAQUAN ALSTON;

(BURPEE) OLIVIA GIRALICO

GERMAN

A day that honored

200 years

The Department of
Languages and Literary
Studies organized a day of
lectures honoring Lafayette’s
200-year connection to
German Studies. Established
as one of the first disciplines,
the language was taught to
students in the College’s
first year and remains
enshrined in Article X of

our charter, mandating “a
Professorship of the German
Language.” The September
symposium celebrated the
contributions of Professor
Emerita Margarete Lamb-
Faffelberger’s 33 years of
developing German Studies
at the College and her
stewardship of the Max Kade
Center.

FACILITIES

New Kirby court

A state-of-the-art hardwood
flooring system was installed
in Kirby Sports Center this
summetr, giving the arena a
bold look. The new playing
surface for the basketball and
volleyball programs features
alarge logo at midcourt and
is framed by a Leopard-
patterned border.

Etﬂﬂéaéﬂ
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Sounds of music

Students get backstage pass to
historic Martin Guitar facility.

BY AMY DOWNEY

Lafayette students had

the opportunity to visit the
legendary Martin Guitars
Factory in nearby Nazareth,
Pa., in September, thanks to
an educational trip planned by
the Dyer Center for Innovation
and Entrepreneurship.

Founded in New York City in
1833, Martin Guitars relocated
to Lehigh Valley in 1839. Their
guitars have been strummed
around Civil War campfires
and heard throughout the
generations, from Johnny
Cash’s iconic all-black D-35

to John Mayer’s signature
acoustic-electric guitar.

While there for a few hours,
Lafayette students gained

a zoomed-in perspective on
the company’s production,
learning how pieces of wood
move through construction,
assembly, polish, and play.

They also explored the on-site
museum, which houses nearly
two centuries of guitar history,
including the earliest known
Martin guitar. Before leaving,
students made time to strum
the timeless instruments.

THE BICENTENNIAL ISSUE 13



LECTURE

French politics

As the keynote speaker
delivering the Thomas Roy
and Lura Forrest Jones
Faculty Lecture on Now. 5,
associate professor of history
Caroline Séquin discussed
France’s use of legal and
extra-legal policies to prevent
the formation of interracial
marriages. Séquin’s lecture
topic is inspired by her first
(and prize-winning) book,
Desiring Whiteness: A Racial
History of Prostitution in
France and Colonial Senegal;
her research seeks to show
how the management of the
intimate has been deeply
intertwined with racialized

(LAF CLUB SPOTLIGHT)

Lafayette
Crew
Team

An October
reception and
football game

at Oregon State

University
kicked off the

“Students,

Faculty, and

the Power of &”
Bicentennial
series. The
event welcomed
150-plus members
of the College
community to
Corvallis, Ore.,
where they
learned about
mentoring and the
student-athlete
experience.

projects of governance. “To
this day, there is a lot of
reluctance to talk about race
and racism in France,” she
says. “Yet it is essential to
understand how despite
France’s reputation and
self-perception as a
race-blind nation, racial
beliefs and prejudice have
shaped France’s laws and
institutions.”

COMMUNITY

Girl Scouts Badge Day
Easton-area Girl Scouts were
invited to Lafayette College
in November for Girl Scout
Badge Day 2025. Scouts
explored badges in Coding,
Space Science, Art and
Design, and more, guided
by the College’s students,
faculty, and staff.

BY THE
NUMBERS

5,700

Total number of
community service
hours volunteered

by Lafayette
student-athletes.

Before there was Pardee Hall, or a Leopard
mascot, there was the Lafayette crew team.

Known then as the Lafayette Navy, rowers
hit the Delaware River for the first time in
1870. Without a formal collegiate affiliation
until 1880, students had to spend their own
money on the group’s first boat, “Nettle.”

It wasn'’t all smooth sailing, as they quickly
faced a lack of funding and space. As early as
1873, an article in The Lafayette noted that
the group’s boats had been “housed for over
a year for lack of accommodations.”

The current iteration of the crew team
was born in 1970 under similarly unfavorable
circumstances. Members bought a boat that
had been rejected by a local high school and
stored it everywhere from fraternities to a
nearby car dealership. The team didn’t enter
its first competition until seven years later.

Today, the team competes alongside
Division | programs and brings home medals
from races of the highest caliber. Last

14 LAFAYETTE—FALL 2025

season, the women'’s varsity boat earned
silver at both the Head of the Charles
Regatta, one of the largest in the country,
and the Knecht Cup, and the men’s varsity
boat earned first place in the varsity club
category at the Jefferson Dad Vail finals.

“I think of crew as the ultimate team sport,”
says Peyton Schreiber '26, this year’s team
president. “Every single stroke, people in your
boat are relying on you and you're relying on
them to be on time.” This reliance, Schreiber
says, builds a deep level of commitment
among team members. They're up at 6 a.m.
pulling their boats into the Lehigh River for
practice, then back again after class. Some
years, seniors have to miss Commencement,
planning their own ceremony on a different
date in order to attend national competitions.

“We're just competitive people, and we're
all in sync with each other,” Schreiber says.
“It's just you and your teammates out there
on the water.” —Madeline Marriott 24

PHOTOGRAPH BY (OREGON) SHEA WIDERMAN; ILLUSTRATION BY ANTONIO PINNA

PHOTOGRAPH BY (KEN BURNS) HENRY HUNG; (SOCCER) RICK SMITH

AWARDS

CASE kudos

Lafayette magazine has
earned a Best of District IT
Award from the Council for
Advancement and Support of
Education for its 2024 issues
(spring, summer, and fall)

in the category of Alumni/
General Interest for four-year
colleges and universities.

ON CAMPUS

Improving course
affordability

Skillman Library’s Course
Affordability Initiative has
surpassed $200,000 in
student savings. Established
in 2018, the program awards
grants to help faculty
explore and implement
Open Educational Resources,
promoting equity and
accessibility while easing
student financial burdens.

BICENTENNIAL

Pards in Texas
In the second installment of
“Students, Faculty, and the
Power of &,” Lafayette alumni
and friends were invited
to Austin, Texas, on Nov. 8
to learn about the student-
athlete experience during a
luncheon before cheering on
men’s basketball against the
University of Texas.

THE ARTS

So fetch

Marquis Players, the student-
run musical theater group
that donates proceeds

to local organizations,
announced its spring musical,
Mean Girls. Expect Tina Fey’s
2004 American teen comedy
to be adapted with modern
elements (think: rumors
spreading on social media).

Three pieces from the College art collection appear in the latest project
by filmmakers Ken Burns, Sarah Botstein, and David Schmidt: a 12-hour,
six-part documentary called The American Revolution, premiering on PBS
in November. On campus, Williams Center for the Arts hosted a reception

to screen clips and have a panel (pictured, below) discuss the film.

ATHLETICS

Women'’s soccer strikes
A 2-1win over Lehigh in late
October marked the 100th
career victory for head coach
Mick Statham and a clinched
berth to the 2025 Patriot
League Tournament. In the
first round of post-season
play, the Pards beat Holy
Cross in penalty kicks. The
season ended against Boston
University in the tournament
semifinal; the last time they

advanced that far was in 2016.

DID YOU KNOW?

Lafayette’s Climate
Action Plan 3.0
is expected to be
finalized by May
working toward goals
of achieving carbon
neutrality
by 2035.

BICENTENNIAL

To u R WITH PRESIDENT HURD

EVENTS

The Bicentennial Tour
with President Hurd

In celebration of Lafayette’s
200th year, connect with
the College community
through a fitness challenge
designed for all interests
and abilities. Participants
can win prizes by running,
walking, swimming, biking,
and moving throughout
2026. Stay tuned for future
announcements about
special pop-up events with
President Nicole Hurd. For
more information: lafayette.
edu/bicentennial/tour.
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® ON THE HILL — BIG IDEAS

ssociate professor of geology Tamara
Carley (pictured inset, far left) has been
to Iceland more than a dozen times in the
course of her research on volcanoes. But
this summer, on her latest voyage, she
found herself exploring and learning in
new ways, right alongside her students.

As part of her research trip to study
subglacial magma systems, sponsored
by a National Science Foundation grant
awarded in 2022, Carley and her team
of students needed to access a remote
Icelandic volcano inaccessible by the
roads or boats or hiking trails they’re
accustomed to using.

The only solution was to take to the skies.
Carley and two of her research students,
Victoria Andreo °27 and Maggie Pearce "27
(pictured inset, back left and center), trav-
eled by helicopter—a new experience for
the trio—to reach the peak. They were
joined by a collaborator and student from
Illinois State University. “It was a grand
adventure for all of us,” Carley says.

Carley’s research focuses on igneous
petrology, a discipline concerned with the
behavior of magma bodies and volcanic
systems. On this trip, Carley was studying
volcanoes that lie underneath Iceland’s
largest ice cap, Vatnajokull. Carley, who
has spent years considering the complex
interactions between volcanic activity and

To scale
new heights

Crossing ice caps and unexplored peaks
in pursuit of knowledge.
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BY MARGARET WILSON

climate change, notes that these systems
are now becoming visible due to melting
ice and retreating glaciers.

“It’s alarming how much ice loss is hap-
pening presently. It’s significant for the
volcanic systems, because as you lose ice,
you're releasing pressure on the ground
below,” Carley says, explaining the effects
are similar to popping a cork. “There’s a
hypothesis that significant ice loss might
destabilize magmatic systems and cause
more eruptions.” As such, geologists like
Carley are trying to find creative ways to

PHOTOGRAPHY BY TAMARA CARLEY

the world the Lafayette team will have
forever.

“It’s transformative to go into these
environments and be immersed in the
landscapes we’re studying,” Carley says.

Upon returning to Easton, the group
brought back samples of volcanic rock
to analyze; they are looking for rhyolite,
a type of igneous rock that suggests a
volcanic system is capable of explosive
eruptions. By utilizing tools like the X-ray
fluorescence spectrometer in Van Wickle
Hall, and the scanning electron micro-
scope in Rockwell Integrated Sciences
Center, further research can decipher
the rocks’ histories. Carley’s on-campus
research group, RUMBLE—Research Unit
on Magma, Bubbles, Lava, and Eruptions—
worked on sample processing, analysis,
mineral separation, and writing confer-
ence abstracts.

“I had been part of Dr. Carley’s research
group since last semester, which gave me
the opportunity to hear about what my
peers were researching,” Andreo, a sum-
mer EXCEL Scholar, says. “The work they
were doing on Iceland’s geology was so
incredible, so to be able to see these places
in person and put my peers’ research in
context was an amazing experience.”

Inviting Lafayette’s undergraduates into
the research process is a critical part of
scholarship, says Carley: “It’s some of the

most important work I can do as an educa-
tor. There’s just nothing that can compare
to being on the ground in the environ-
ment we're studying. When I'm in Iceland,
Ican teach about rocks, I can teach about
minerals, I can talk about processes, and
everything is just laid out in front of us in
a way that we try to make very real and
very immediate in the classroom.”

Additional collaboration took place with
on-campus partners who ensured stu-
dents were safe within these experiences
an ocean away from campus. Carley cred-
its Mary Ellen Jackson and the Lafayette
Office of Sponsored Research with advo-
cating for the project, which included heli-
copter travel, and helping to coordinate
insurance, liability, and other logistics.

Carley’s work also complements the
College’s study abroad experience: She
co-teaches GEOL 180: Iceland: Geology
and Natural History of a Young Island,
an interim session during the summer
that explores the geological processes of
the country. She also co-teaches interim
classes on the flanks of volcanoes in New
Zealand (GEOL 140) and Italy (INDS 201).

The value of a global perspective,
echoing in many ways the mission of the
Marquis de Lafayette’s journey to America
and beyond, is an essential part of Carley’s
teaching: “There’s nothing that compares
with being out in the world.” @

Carley uses a portable X-ray fluorescence spectrometer to
measure the composition of volcanic rocks: “By conducting
analyses in the field, we can be strategic about the
samples we bring home.” —

gather evidence from these mostly inac-
cessible subglacial volcanoes.

“It was incredible to see the subglacial
volcano from a different perspective, one
that few people get to see,” Andreo says.

“It was even cooler to walk on rock expo-
sures people have likely not been to yet.”
Since these rock exposures were new to
the naked eye, they were also unnamed;
Carley’s team has been collaborating
with representatives from the Natural
Science Institute of Iceland to name the
mountain peaks, a lasting impact on
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® ON THE HILL — PROFILE

PRACTICE
MAKES
PERMANENT

Government and law professor
Ilan Peleg reflects on his
50-plus years at Lafayette.

BY BRYAN HAY

verything about llan Peleg is so very familiar.

A flash of his infectious smile when he

grasps the silver mace, leading the academic

procession at Lafayette’s Commencement
and Convocation. His spontaneous discussions on
campus with students about geopolitics. Even his
unwavering presence at concerts inside Williams
Center for the Arts.

Peleg, Charles A. Dana Professor of Government
and Law, has embraced the riches of academic life at
Lafayette College since the day he arrived on campus
in 1974.

As a Middle East expert, Peleg is in demand to give
talks and media interviews. He’s also a prolific author,
co-author, and editor of papers and books on inter-
national topics.

Recognition from Lafayette has included numer-
ous prizes and awards, including one named in his
honor, the annual Ilan Peleg Excellence in Faculty
Mentoring Award, endowed in 2023 by Chip °79, H’22
and Juliet Bergh to recognize a faculty member who
has done exceptional work mentoring and supporting
students. The College, in 2021, also established the
Robert Weiner and Ilan Peleg Chair in Jewish Studies,
which has received widespread support from alumni.

Born in Tel Aviv, Peleg was raised in a kibbutz, which
taught him commitment to the needs of the commu-
nity, a value system that has guided his entire life.

Here, Lafayette’s longest-serving full professor
among the current faculty body reflects on his inter-
ests, career, and observations at Lafayette.

PHOTOGRAPH BY RICK SMITH
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® ON THE HILL — TAKE 5

Board of Trustees, hosted a Policy Studies class there,
where students learned about growth strategy for the
next quarter-century. Alumni work at Crayola, too,
some boasting long and esteemed careers.

“We are grateful to Crayola for joining our 200th
anniversary,” President Nicole Hurd said. “Having
this cherished Easton company by our side adds to

By your expression, you clearly relish the role of

mace bearer. What goes through your mind as you
lead the academic procession?

It’s very honorific to know that I'm representing the
institution as a whole, which is very, very import-
ant. When the students come through, you have a
tremendous amount of feelings. You remember them

“Our students are
balanced in their
way of life,” says

llan Peleg.

when they were 17 or 18 years old and think about how
much so many of them have changed. They arrived
on campus almost as children, and they’re coming
out as men and women.

What originally attracted you to Lafayette?

I completed my Ph.D. at Northwestern University in
1974. It was a difficult job market because this was
immediately after the 1973 war in the Middle East and
an oil embargo. I asked my adviser, who grew up in
Roseto, a community with a strong Italian heritage
north of Easton, what he knew about Lafayette. He
described it as a phenomenal place and told me it was
a dream of every Italian woman in Roseto to send her
son to Lafayette. I applied, gave two presentations,
and, as I got back home to Chicago, received a phone
call from the department head, offering me a position
and two weeks to make a decision. I said, ‘Tdon’t need
two weeks.’ I knew this would be a great match. And
I never changed my mind.

What are some qualities of Lafayette students that
you most admire?

Our students are balanced in their way of life. They
work hard, they study hard, and they have career
goals. They’re very sociable. We get a very good group
of youngsters at this institution, and many of them
develop a very deep commitment to Lafayette.

20 LAFAYETTE—FALL 2025

You are a fixture at classical music concerts at
Williams Center for the Arts and known for your
seating rituals. When did you acquire your interest in
classical music?
I have all sorts of idiosyncratic, even eccentric, forms
of behavior. Since the age of 13 or 14, I have been a
self-defined classical music fanatic, studying violin
and viola. I love the period between Beethoven and
Mahler. At the Williams Center, I usually sit in Row B
on the left. From this position, I can see the pianist’s
hands [when there is a pianist]. Moreover, in Row B
there is enough light from the stage, so that I can
read my scores.

One of my habits is to go to a concert in every city
I visit. On Sept. 13, for example, I was in Berlin for
a conference, so in the evening I attended a perfor-
mance of the legendary Berlin Philharmonic, with
the score of Stravinsky’s “Rite of Spring” on my lap, of
course. My other hobby is travel, a good one to have
as a professor of international politics. And soccet.

Representing more than a quarter of Lafayette’s 200
years, what do you think about the Bicentennial?

I hope we take this time to get to know our namesake
even better. The Marquis de Lafayette was really a
very interesting man. He had a very strong sense of
what was right and what was not, notably his position
on enslaved Africans in America. He was the only
man who looked George Washington in the eye and
said, ‘What you Americans are doing is wrong.” And as
we know, George Washington was very authoritative,
a tall man for his period. People did not challenge
him. But he and Lafayette had a special relationship
that allowed for frank exchanges.

What has most inspired you over the decades?

The close relationships between Lafayette professors
and students stand out. When students first arrive
here, the role of a professor in their life, and mentor-
ships, become very meaningful for them. Through
the years, I've developed many special relationships
with students. The best of all is when they come
knocking on my door after 30 years. I've not seen
them in so long, and they bring their sons or daugh-
ters to campus to meet me. This is really gratifying. @

<—— Lafayette tradition:
Peleg leads the academic
procession during
Commencement and Convocation.
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College colors

Crayola creates celebratory
crayons in honor of
Lafayette’s Bicentennial.

BY AMY DOWNEY

This fall, Crayola, a longtime neighbor of the College
in Easton, rolled out four new crayons inspired by
the Bicentennial: Marquis Maroon, Cur Non Royal,
Golden Leopard, and Day on the Quad. The project
marks the latest—and most colorful—collaboration
between the two entities that have shared a history of
growing alongside each other in Lehigh Valley.

When Crayola first began producing crayons near
campus in 1903, the College was already established.
That same year, the community rallied together in
rowboats due to record-setting flooding at the foot of
College Hill. Later, they would persevere through the
Great Depression, and bleak effects of wartime that
impacted both college enrollment and manufacturing.

During Easton’s downtown revitalization in the

’90s, Crayola and Lafayette College were two of the

first to invest in the area. When the original Crayola
Factory opened in Centre Square in 1996, students
were among its new patrons. Now called the Crayola
Experience, seniors have been offered a chance to
explore the attractions before graduating.

Over the years, Lafayette students have spent time
in the production facility from internships to career
days. As recently as March, Peter Ruggiero P’20°25,
Crayola president and CEO and member of Lafayette’s

our momentous yearlong celebration.”

| 111
Karl Sirner Arfs Tral =

“The Birthplace of
Crayola” along Bushkill
Creek shows where
the Binney & Smith mill
originally produced slate
school pencils in 1900.

2.

The “Crayola” name is
Marquis-approved: In

French, craie means “chalk”

while ola, a prefix for “oily,”
refers to the quality of the
paraffin wax.

Lafayette’s custom
colors are in 64-packs for
sale at the College Store
(collegestore.lafayette.
edu); smaller 4-packs will
be available at campus
events throughout 2026.

4.

Pamela Pearson 94,
director of
commercialization
specialization
solutions

at Crayola,
was excited
to lead this
Bicentennial
project. She
joined Crayola as a

staff accountant in 1986
and has held numerous
roles in nearly 40 years
with the company.

.

Nearly 3 billion crayons
are molded every year in
Easton. Crayola engineers
(and patent holders) like
Eric Silvanage 95, have
improved the process

with time: “I never would
have thought when | was
graduating from Lafayette
that my path would have
landed me right up the road,
engineering the automation
powering the future of such
an iconic brand.”

L e e

FOR MORE

Watch the crayons
being made at
lafayette.edu/crayola.
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® ON THE HILL —— ILLUSTRATED

FOUNDATION FOR o

Inside the sports medicine area is a special hydrotherapy
baseball, cross country, field hockey, soccer, softball, and room with a 471-gallon tub—used for full cold-water
The Wallach SpOl’tS Performance track and field, that practice and compete at Metzgar. submersion—and a whirlpool for extremity treatment.
and Lacrosse Center is The College was intentional about its visibility along Separate men’s and women'’s lacrosse lounges give
unveiled at Metzga]_’, Sullivan Trail: Passersby will see a full-bodied Leopard students a space to socialize or study with ground-level
on the facade and a glowing maroon “L” at dusk. views of the playing fields.
BY AMY DOWNEY
Available to all student-athletes, the 5,000-square-foot A covered outdoor balcony presents an unrivaled
strength and performance center is outfitted with 12 full view of the Metzgar Campus.
racks accompanied by Perch technology and iPads to
" d nl N S e o i S e Bl - : track and guide workouts, plus exercis_e.mach.in.es and a The roll-up garage door is an extension of the gym, but
afayette stu ent-at. etes have a Mg - . _ A & - = 20-yard turf surface for year-round agility training. also allows for a compelling field entrance on game days.
sleek new resource in the Wallach : : - -

Sports Performance and Lacrosse
Center that opened this fall at the
Metzgar Fields Athletic Complex.

At nearly 22,000 square feet, the field-
house offers Pards a top-notch strength
and performance training area, stocked
nutrition station, and sports medicine
facilities. For the Maroon and White
lacrosse programs, the two-story building
also houses a film room, office spaces for
the coaches and staff, and locker rooms
with generous storage for equipment.

Committing the lead gift for the project
were Dina Opici Wallach ’95 and Andrew
Wallach *95 (pictured, inset); additional
contributors include the F.M. Kirby
Foundation Inc., in honor of Jeff ’84,
P’19°22 and Karen Kirby ’87, P’19°22. This
development at Metzgar—230 College-
owned acres located a few miles north
of campus—is the latest example of how
physical spaces will evolve as part of
Lafayette’s campus master plan.

The multimillion-dollar facility arrives
at a particularly meaningful time for the
men’s lacrosse program: This academic
year, the team is celebrating its 100th anni-
versary, giving student-athletes even more
reason to reflect on the squads before them,
like the 30-plus men who showed up on
the Quad for the first practice a century ago.

“This isn’t just a facility—it is a symbol
of belief, a visual testament to the com-
mitment to our student-athletes, and the
vision for our athletic programs,” said
Director of Athletics Sherryta Freeman
at the building’s dedication in September.

“The Wallach Sports Performance and

Lacrosse Center gives our student-ath-
letes a place where they will find their
strength and build a legacy.” @

U

\

PHOTOGRAPH BY ALFRED GREENBAUM;
INSET PHOTOGRAPH BY JAQUAN ALSTON
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® ON THE HILL CLASS MATTERS

NATURE OF
THINKING BY STELLA KATSIPOUTIS-VARKANIS

~—

LAFAYETTE—FALL 2025

An introductory psychology
course also gives students a rare
chance for interactive lab work.

tered students nearly every
semester, Introduction
to Psychological Science
is one of the largest classes offered at
Lafayette.

ith a full roster of 160 regis-

And there’s good reason why, at any
given time, at least 30 additional stu-
dents are on the waitlist for this intro-
ductory course: Lafayette is one of few
higher-ed institutions in the country to
offer it with a dedicated laboratory com-
ponent. Because the College houses the
Psychology Department within the nat-
ural sciences division rather than social
sciences—rare, particularly for liberal arts
colleges—the in-lab experience is just as
vital to this curriculum as it is for courses
like biology, chemistry, and physics.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY JAQUAN ALSTON
ILLUSTRATION BY ANTONIO PINNA

Although psychology is a popular major
at Lafayette, the majority of students tak-
ing this course study other disciplines:
Only about one in five students enrolled
in PSYC 110 over the last decade has gone
on to earn a psychology degree—for many,
says John Shaw, associate professor of
psychology (pictured, far left), this might
be the only psych course they ever take.

Serving two distinct audiences can be
complex, says Jennifer Talarico, Marshall R.
Metzgar Professor of Psychology and
department head. In a single semester, for
example, two faculty members each teach
a lecture section, while two laboratory
instructors—along with several student
psychology lab assistants (PLAs)—simul-
taneously run a total of eight lab sections.

The lecture segment of PSYC 110 takes

.=~ place in the auditorium of Oechsle Hall,

the largest lecture hall on campus, and
introduces students to foundational con-
cepts of psychology. For Shaw, who has
been teaching PSYC 110 sections for the
last 29 years, it’s important that students
understand the real-world applications
of psychological concepts and theories.

“I want students to gain life skills that will
help them in college and beyond,” Shaw
says. “It’s important to me to empower
students to make good choices through-
out their lives.”

Madeline Tallman 24, who took the
course with Shaw in her sophomore year
at Lafayette and is now a second-year law
student at Syracuse University, recalls
Shaw’s humorous in-class demonstra-
tions, illustrative examples he drew from
his own experiences as a lawyer (before
teaching at Lafayette), and the effort he
demonstrated to get to know each of his
students. “Taking this course is what
made me want to be a psychology major,”
she says. Shaw, who also was Tallman’s
honors thesis adviser, assisted her with
her law school applications.

In the laboratory, students put their
classroom learning into practice. Each
week, students work in groups to con-
duct small-scale surveys and research
projects—like dissecting cow eyeballs
to examine the relationship between

During lectures
(left), the
class learns
about early
contributions to
psychology, like
B.F. Skinner’s
conditioning
principles.
Through the
course’s lab
component
(right),
students

get hands-on
experience in
the scientific
method.

biological structures and psychological
function. The semester culminates in
a larger final group project, in which
students design their own experiments,
collect and interpret data, write about
their findings in a lab report, and pres-
ent their research to peers. “Students
gain hands-on experience in the scientific
method,” Talarico says.

They’re also learning the importance
of thoughtful study design, careful mea-
surement, ethical considerations with
human research participants, and com-
munication, adds Jessica Redding, labo-
ratory coordinator (pictured, above), who
teaches labs and designs the curriculum.

“They get a behind-the-scenes look at what
goes into all the research they’re reading
about in class.”

To help ensure labs run smoothly,
PLAs—who are junior and senior psychol-
ogy majors—are also available to provide
student support (e.g., assisting with proj-
ects, holding office hours, and presenting
lesson materials). Tallman, who worked as
a PLA for four semesters during her time
at Lafayette, says the role allowed her to
inspire other students to further pursue the
study of psychology, just as Shaw did for her.

The experience of teaching a course with
such a distinctive structure and diverse
student makeup is equally rewarding for

its faculty and instructors. “I've taught
intro to psych at other institutions, and
it was nothing like this,” says Redding.

“You get to learn about students’ different
backgrounds, interests, and experiences.
For me, it’s the most unique part about
teaching at Lafayette.”

Shaw, who is set to retire after this
academic year, is especially grateful for
the support the course has received from
both the College and alumni—from the
state-of-the art instructional and research
facilities in Oechsle Hall (built thanks to
the generosity of Walter °57 and Christa
Oechsle), to material and instructional
resources. “The College and the depart-
ment’s dedication to teaching PSYC 110
the way we do is something very special,”
he says.

Simply walking away with a deeper
understanding of self and others after
closing the book on the class, Talarico
says, is a win for any student—and any
major. “Whether you're an engineer, a
doctor, or a government employee, every-
thing you do impacts humans in one way
or another,” she says. “And so, if we can
think systematically and critically about
the world around us, and use that to
become engaged citizens and lifelong
thinkers, that’s as wonderful an outcome
as any from this course.” @
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® ON THE HILL — A DAY IN THE LAF

The music o
makers

Lafayette students are among
21st-century composers, creating
sounds that evolve with time.

BY BEBE YAFFE '26

Through gifts from Ario Pardee, Lafayette became a
school of arts, science, and engineering in 1866. In a
variety of ways, students on campus continue to explore
one of the traditional pillars of liberal arts: music.

There are modern twists, of course. Last year’s
launch of the sound engineering minor, which
was funded by the Arts and Technology Grant, for
example, helps students learn how to bridge classical
music with digital innovation. And through Akiva
Zamcheck, assistant professor of music, electronic
workshops and humanities courses explore the
intersections of music, media, and politics.

College Hill is alive with the sound of music. Here
is a sampling of how experimental compositions are
being crafted and practiced today.

¢—— Individual
| practice rooms
with pianos in
Williams Center
for the Arts can
be reserved for
students to hone
their art.

— Edgar Lin ’'26 discovered composition
as a sophomore; private lessons offered on
campus have helped him develop and perform
new classical and contemporary works.
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science and
French double
major Jackson
Eshbaugh ’27 is
a composer who
plays sliding
trombone. “I
feel very lucky,”
Eshbaugh says
about having a
supportive music
community at
Lafayette.

¢&—— Violinist
Audrey Kurtz ’'28,
the music director
for Cadence vocal
group, has played
arrangements made
by peers.
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Songwriting flourished for singer
and lyricist Lillian Hercik ’27
(or “Lily Moss”) in an English
poetry course, as she embraced
words often avoided. —

Owen York ’26, a CaPA scholar and music
major, fuses classical composition
with electronic and digital music.

The resulting sound? Innovative,
rhythmically rich tunes. )

<—— Akiva Zamcheck, an experimental
musician and assistant professor of
music, collaborates with students as
co-creators.
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The causes
and qualities
of the Marquis
de Lafayette
continue to draw
scholarly and
public interest.
They also reflect
the ideals
of our College.

Living
history

What was it about the Marquis de Lafayette Lafayette! As its Bicentennial approaches,
that made him a college’s namesake—and  why should the College identify with or
a character in a hit Broadway musical? A  even care about the fighting Frenchman?
decade or so ago, Daveed Diggs was aware  The United States has a long history of
that Lafayette was a key French figure in naming colleges for donors or for “Great

the American Revolution. “That was Americans,” says Charles Dorn, a
about it,” he says today. historian of education at Bowdoin
Then Diggs earned the role of by College in Maine, which awarded

Lafayette, and of Thomas Jefferson, an honorary degree to the Marquis
in the original cast of Hamilton. Robertd. qe Lafayette. “It’s pretty unusual for
In “Guns and Ships,” rapping at a Bliwise an institution to be named after an
reported 6.3 words per second— admired foreigner,” he adds.

b

hardly the fastest rapping of his 76 “What we tend to forget today is
career, he notes—Diggs introduced that the Marquis de Lafayette was
the Marquis de Lafayette as a secret weapon  for some time considered almost equal to
Lafayette’s in the Revolutionary cause: “He’s constantly ~ Washington as ‘the’ hero of the American
statue, seen confusin’, confoundin’ the British hench- Revolution. At the time Lafayette College was
h_eri 10 2§2b5v men./Ev’ryone give it up for America’s founded, in 1826, many Americans were still
T e favorite fighting Frenchman/Lafayette!” foreign-born, the country was multilingual,

entrance to . .

Colton Chapel. 4 photography by Rick Smith
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and the kind of national fervor we’re used to
today did not exist. Americans simply had
little problem crediting a foreigner with the
Revolution’s success.”

Diggs, the rapping Marquis de Lafayette,
who was tutored along with the rest of the
cast by Alexander Hamilton biographer Ron
Chernow, certainly sees him as credit-worthy.
Lafayette embodied the idea that “passions
are worth pursuing and the things that seem
important to you, that seem right for you,
are worth fighting for,” he says. Then there
was his eagerness to learn about the world,
along with his desire to apply his learning to
service—in particular, to the Revolutionary
War, where a young foreign-born aristocrat
had to earn his standing.

§\I/@

“The things that
seem important to
you, that seem right
for you, are worth
fighting for.”

“And by all accounts, he was kind. People
seemed to like the guy. That’s important
to me.” Were he around at the time, Diggs
says he definitely would have turned out
for Lafayette’s 1824-25 triumphant return
to America, which became known as the
Farewell Tour. Lafayette visited each of the
then-24 states, taking in more of America
than any of the homegrown Founding
Fathers. A stop in Philadelphia drew James
Madison Porter, whose father had served
with Lafayette at the Battle of Brandywine
Creek. Porter and some 200 of his fellow
Eastonians journeyed down the Delaware
River for the welcome. Later, Porter called
for a meeting in Easton’s Centre Square,
where the attendees agreed to the founding

Sherryta Freeman made history in 2018 as the first woman of color appointed as the director of
athletics at Lafayette, tasked with overseeing the College’s 23 Division I programs. In October, the
NCAA named her to a four-year term as a member of the Division I Football Championship Subdivision
Oversight Committee, leveraging her expertise to advance and shape the future of the sport.
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of a college out of respect for “the talents,
virtues, and signal service of General La
Fayette in the great cause of Freedom.”

Over the centuries, the admiration hasn’t
diminished, a fact pointed out by Mike
Duncan, author of Hero of Two Worlds:
The Marquis de Lafayette in the Age of
Revolution. Speaking at the College this
past February, he said there are plenty of
reasons for seeing the Marquis as a figure
who belongs not just to history but to the
present day as well. (Duncan was giving the
Lafayette College Libraries’ annual John L.
Hatfield ’67 Lecture, which brings a promi-
nent author to campus for a public lecture
and to meet with students.)

The values Lafayette represented are
important. He modeled the sort of ques-
tions we should want to be asking of our-
selves: Who do I want to be? How do I want
to interact with the world?

As Duncan told the campus audience in
Hugel Science Center, Lafayette “was born
into a life of extraordinary privilege as a
member of the nobility. The easiest thing
for him to have done would have been
absolutely nothing. But that was not the
Marquis de Lafayette.”

According to Duncan, Lafayette har-
bored the sort of ambition that wasn’t
aimless. “He would not just do anything
to be famous. He wanted to do things for
the greater good.” He was not a philoso-
pher, or someone with a pronounced con-
templative manner. But he absolutely was
someone invested in a life of action—a life
captured in his family motto, “Cur Non?”
or “Why Not?”

“When he saw injustice,” as Duncan put
it, he would summon the courage to “make
the world a better place.”

Making the world a better place fed right
into a program put on, five years ago, by
The American Friends of Lafayette. It was
titled “Character Matters: Perceptions
of Lafayette and Lessons for our Time.’
(According to the organization, there are
approximately 80 cities, counties, town-
ships, and towns in the U.S. that take their
names from Lafayette or his longtime
home, La Grange; there are countless
streets, squares, statues, and parks, as well
as a mountain and a lake named for him.
And, of course, one college.)

One of the presenters, historian Lloyd
Kramer of University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, observed that Lafayette’s

“decency and commitments to the ‘public
good’ were valuable human traits that
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Since 1923, students who embody the Lafayette ideal are named
George Wharton Pepper Prize winners. Last year’s recipient
was Tyler Roberts ’'25 (in a Hugel Science Center lab, below),
a biochemistry and neuroscience double major who aspires to
be a physician. He was also a student-athlete, volunteer EMT
in Easton, and EXCEL Scholar in chemistry.

Americans recognized and appreciated
during his lifetime—and traits that many
Americans would like to see again in our
contemporary political culture.”

Kramer added that “Lafayette always
supported the development of constitu-
tional institutions,” including free speech,
a free press, and freedom of religion. He
introduced a proposal for a Declaration
of the Rights of Man and Citizen in the
National Assembly during the first weeks
of the French Revolution; he and his wife,
Adrienne, were among the first Parisians
to join the French Society of the Friends
of Blacks, an antislavery organization; he
supported free-thinking women who agi-
tated for a more robust set of rights; and
he promoted independence movements
for countries around the world.

Lafayette’s ability to work across divides,
in Kramer’s view, makes him exemplary for
our own polarized time. “He became influ-
ential during the American Revolution as
he mediated between the Americans and
the French, and he continued to interpret
or explain the cultural values and ideas of
each national group throughout his later life.

“Equally important, the Revolutionary
political conflicts in France pushed him
toward a mediating ‘middle way’ within
his own national culture. During the
French Revolution, for example, Lafayette
tried to protect the rights of people on both
the political left and the political right. He
faced the huge challenge of being a strong
principled public leader who actually
stood in the lonely middle of the political
spectrum.”
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“Lafayette was considered the family school,” says Meena Hosaisy ’'27.
In a long legacy of Pards, 11 family members have enrolled since
1922, some even marrying classmates. Among them, it was her late
grandfather, Hart Rufe III ’55, who sparked her passion for law. “He
often reminded me that a lawyer is an ‘architect with words,’ and

to take as many English classes as possible,” she says. Now a double
major in government and law and English, Hosaisy sits outside Van
Wickle Hall, a building that once served as the College library for
her grandfather and other relatives.
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Inside the Kirby Hall of Civil Rights is
Ilan Peleg, the Charles A. Dana Professor of
Government and Law. For more than 50 years,
Peleg has taught thousands of students; an award
in his name was established last year by one

of them, Chip Bergh ’'79, H’22, to acknowledge
Lafayette faculty who excel at mentoring. To
read more about Peleg, see p. 18.
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One place to find the Marquis de Lafayette
as a promoter of the public good is the
College’s collection of historical materials.
They include original letters from Lafayette
to George Washington, many of which were
written during the American Revolution.

In one letter, from 1783, he proposed a
demonstration project: “Let us unite in
purchasing a small estate where we may
try the experiment to free the Negroes.”
Washington delivered a gentle turndown.
For his part, Lafayette would purchase
two plantations in the French colony of
Cayenne, now French Guiana, located on
the northeastern coast of South America.
Some 70 enslaved people came with the
purchase; Lafayette began to pay them
and to provide schooling. The aim was to
prepare them for eventual emancipation.

That letter was one of the inspirations
for an exhibition, A True Friend of the
Cause: Lafayette and the Antislavery
Movement. The exhibition opened in late
2016 at New York’s Grolier Club, the old-
est bibliophile society in the country. It
was co-curated by Diane Shaw, then-di-
rector of Special Collections and College
Archives, and Olga Anna Duhl, Oliver
Edwin Williams Professor of Languages.
Duhl’s research focuses on late medieval
and early Renaissance French literature,
theater, rhetoric, translation, and textual
criticism—and the Marquis de Lafayette.

Lafayette was always against slavery,
according to Duhl. “He couldn’t process
the idea that America, the
land of liberty, would pro-
mote slavery. In his mind,
this was a great paradox.”
His South American plan
inspired at least one admirer,
the Scottish abolitionist and
feminist Frances Wright,
who jo